What does Literacy look like in Key Stage 2?

Reading
Guided reading is taught by the class teacher. In KS2 it is taught 4-5 times a week The lessons directly teach skills that
the children need to be able to decode and comprehend a text. The skills taught are known as ‘DERIC’- Decoding,
Explaining, Retrieving, Inferenced/Interpreting and Choice (author’s intent). Teachers provide pupils with opportunities
for individual reading and reading aloud in order for children to put into practice skills they are learning. Fluency
lessons are taught every half term following the school’s focus to demonstrate key skills to the children about how to
be a fluent reader.
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DERIC
Decode is where children use their phonics skills to work out
unfamiliar words
Explain questions will focus on explaining the meaning of keywords
in the text.
Retrieve questions are questions where the answer is clearly in the
text and the children do not need to work anything out.
Interpret questions require the children to unlock the meaning of
the text from the clues given. Interpret questions will cover
inference, summarising and predicting skills.
Choice questions are always related to the choices that have been
made by the author, illustrator, poet, director etc. and not the
characters.

Writing
In Key Stage 2 children have daily literacy lessons. Writing lessons are taught using a clear writing cycle throughout Y3Y6 and the audience and purpose is varied to give children a range of experiences and opportunities to expand their
writing repertoire. Spelling and handwriting are also taught as part of the writing cycle. We encourage children to be
aware of a range of spelling strategies and we follow the Pen Pals handwriting scheme. Literacy skills are also
developed across the curriculum in all subjects. Provision is made for children who require extra support through
intervention and differentiated class teaching.

Key Stage 2 Writing Cycle
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Pen Pals Letter Families

Handwriting Progression in Y3 – Y6

Use all the
strategies as and
when they are
appropriate to the
spelling rule and
the words you are
teaching. If there
is a strategy that
the children need
more support
with, then teach
this one explicitly
over a few lessons.

